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Challenges end 1990s

 Disease more and more aggressive
 Serious late blight outbreaks
 Narrowing package of fungicides
 Policy targets for environmental impact
 Late blight running out of control
 Arable farmers were desperate

 Urgency: integrated disease management



Action Arable Farmers Union

 Masterplan Phytophthora
● Knowledge infrastructure
● Knowledge development

 Commodity Board for Arable Product
● Special levy for late blight
● Removal of infection sources

 Ministry of Agriculture
● Durable resistance programme



Historical Review 1999-2010

Identifying trends, subjects and actors!



Effects of 12 years Masterplan

 Survey among 25 stakeholders
● 6 researchers, 9 advisers, 10 growers

 Increased attention for:
 Primary infection sources 23 of 25
 Resistant cultivars 20 of 25
 Adjust dose rates to cultivars 15 of 25

 Late blight manageable 15 of 25

 2011: growers did their homework well



Knowledge Infrastructure



Division of Tasks/Subjects



Competing Advisors

 The various types of 
advisors have each their 
own message
 Suppliers of DSS systems 

emphasize other aspects 
than fungicide suppliers
 Farmers want univocal 

messages

 The choir of advisors 
needs a conductor



Possible Solutions

 Smiley

 Farmers are used to 
balance different interest
 Farmers can learn from 

successful colleagues
 Learn in study groups

 Persistent inspection     
on removal of primary 
infection sources

potato 
grower



Summary

 Masterplan was successful
Well organised infrastructure
 Clear division of tasks

 Lack of univocal messages
● DSS suppliers
● Fungicide suppliers

 Conductor: growers themselves

 Suppression of infection sources
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